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Amendment To The Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A postage system for dispensing postage, 
receiving messages and retrieving messages, the system comprising: 

a data center; 

a population of postage metering systems that are in operative 
communication with the data center, a the p opulation of postage metering systems 
being located remote from the data center and geographically distributed; and 

a control system in operative communication with the data center and the 
population, the control system for: 

receiving an incoming telephone call at one postage metering system of the 
population of postage metering systems; 

storing a voice message associated with the telephone call; and 

retrieving the voice message from another postage metering system of the 
population of postage metering systems. 

2. (original) The postage system of claim 1 , wherein: 
the control system is further for: 

translating the voice message into a computer based text; and 
printing a print message from the computer based text using the another 
postage metering system. 

3. (original) The postage system of claim 2, wherein: 
the control system is further for 

parsing the computer based text to create special print characteristics within 
the print message to highlight critical data in response to a previously established 
parsing parameter set by an operator of the one postage metering system. 
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4. (original) The postage system of claim 3, wherein: 

the previously established parsing parameter includes names as critical data 
and bold printing as the special print characteristic. 

5. (currently amended) The postage system of claim 1 , wherein: 
the control system is further for: 

storing the voice message and/orth e computer ba se d t e xt on the one 
postage metering system; and 

uploading the voice message and/or tho oomputor baood toxt to the data 
center in accordance with upload preference data previously established by an 
operator of the one postage metering system. 

6. (currently amended) The postage system of claim 4, wherein: 
the control system is further for: 

storing the vo i co mossago and/or the computer based text on the one 
postage metering system; and 

uploading tho voico m es sage and/or the computer based text to the data 
center in accordance with upload preference data previously established by the 
operator of the one postage metering system. 

7. (canceled). 

8. (original) A method of operating a postage system for receiving and 
retrieving a message, the method comprising the step(s) of: 

distributing a population of postage metering systems that are in operative 
communication with a data center, the population of postage metering systems 
being located remote from and in operative communication with the data center; 

receiving an incoming telephone call at one postage metering system of the 
population of postage metering systems; 
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storing a voice message associated with the telephone call; and 
retrieving the voice message from another postage metering system of the 
population of postage metering systems. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step(s) of: 
translating the voice message into a computer based text; and 
printing a print message from the computer based text using the another 

postage metering system. 

10. (original) The method of claim 9, further comprising the step(s) of: 
parsing the computer based text to create special print characteristics within 

the print message to highlight critical data in response to a previously established 
parsing parameter set by an operator of the one postage metering system. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein: 

the previously established parsing parameter includes names as critical data 
and bold printing as the special print characteristic. 

12. (currently amended) The method of claim 8, further comprising the 
step(s) of: 

storing the voice message and/or tho oomputor basod t e xt on the one 
postage metering system; and 

uploading the voice message and/or tho oomputor ba s ed t e xt to the data 
center in accordance with upload preference data previously established by an 
operator of the one postage metering system. 

1 3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising the 
step(s) of: 



(10048311.2 > - 4 - 3/20/06 Amendment 

PACE 7/12 * RCVD AT 3/20/2006 3:32:32 PM [Eastern Standard Time] » SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/22 * DNlS:2738300 * CSID:203 924 3919 • DURATION (mm-ss>:04^32 



' MAR 20 2006 15:24 FR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY3 924 3919 TO 915712738300 P. 08 

Serial No. : 09/965 ,750 Patent 
Attorney Docket No. : F-350 

storing tho voioo m es sag e and/or the computer based text on the one 
postage metering system; and 

uploading tho vofco mossago and/or the computer based text to the data 
center in accordance with upload preference data previously established by an 
operator of the one postage metering system. 

14. (canceled). 

1 5. (currently amended) A method of operating a data center for 
processing messages, the method comprising the step(s) of: 

receiving a message associated with an incoming telephone call, the 
message accepted by one postage metering system of the ajpopulation of postage 
metering systems, the population being remotely located and geographically 
distributed from the data center; 

receiving a request from another postage metering system of the population 
of postage metering systems to retrieve the message; and 

transmitting the message to the another postage metering system. 

1 6. (original) The method of claim 15, further comprising the step(s) of: 
translating the message into a computer based text; and 

generating a print message from the computer based text using the another 
postage metering system. 

1 7. (original) The method of claim 1 6, further comprising the step(s) of: 
parsing the computer based text to create special print characteristics within 

the print message to highlight critical data in response to a previously established 
parsing parameter set by an operator of the one postage metering system. 

1 8. (original) The method of claim 1 7, wherein: 
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the previously established parsing parameter includes names as critical data 
and bold printing as the special print characteristic. 
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